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The Proclamation

The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper, published in print and online 
as virtual copies, an online blog, and a podcast site. It is dedicated to bringing you accurate, thor-
ough, and complete news, features, arts, sports, editorials, and more. Opinions and viewpoints stated 
in The Proclamation are not necessarily the opinions or viewpoints of The Proclamation or its edi-
tors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the faculty advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New 
Haven School District. The Proclamation is a designated public forum for student expression, and its 
mission and policy is to encourage student expression. Students make final decisions on content, 
edit the stories, and design the paper. Viewpoints, including ones that oppose those appearing in The 
Proclamation, are welcomed. Wilbur Cross High School students may submit articles and letters to 
the editor, the publication of which is subject to approval by the student editors. All articles and lett-
ters selected for publication are subject to being edited for length, clarity and appropriate language.

LIBRARY WOES
I was ridin’ dirty, with a contract for a Yale Class in my backpack. Alas, a library clerk 
saw me rolling, and started hating. “Can I have a pass?” she asked.
  I reassured her that I was only in the library to see Ms. Townsend, and would 
be making a succinct visit to the most cobwebbed space in Wilbur cross. This pithy, 
unverifiable excuse didn’t find favor with the clerk. 
 The idea of a limited-access library is strange in a school, particularly one 
that claims to educate “the best and brightest students in New Haven.” Students 
need reference books, online resources, and human help, to complete assignments 
like research papers and other projects with a historical focus. Having a library with 
limited access stymies students’ ability to do so.  Also frustrating is the fact that ac-
cess is barred during lunches; perhaps the only time students have to peruse the stacks 
without preoccupation. One might argue that Cross students’ hobbies do not include 
reading, and that were the library more accessible, students would not utilize it. Were 
this argument true, it would still be irrelevant. Any college-bound kid at Cross with a 
prayer of being taken seriously by a professor should know how to look in a book’s 
index. A library that requires a nuclear code to enter decreases the chance of a student 
ever acquiring the skill. 
 It is true that many students deface equipment in the library. Inspection of 
the computer monitors reveals more than a few glyphs, and the odd penis etched into 
the glass. But is this policy fair to the productive student? Hardly. Paperclip wield-
ing Warhols-in-training should bear the financial burden of their phallic expression, 
and pay for new monitors if that means working computers in the library. Not every 
student who needs to edit or print documents has their own Macbook Pro. 
 Until students can access the library at will, our cache of books will for-
ever be a showpiece, an outdated gold doubloon to display for high ranking visitors. 
Friends, Librarians, Administrators, lend me your books. 

Sports
-Brief words with the Football team
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No Gun Control
Nico Britton 
`The Second Amendment to the United 
States Constitution clearly states, “[The] 
right of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed.” I don’t under-
stand how our Constitution can clearly 
state that the citizens of the United States 
have an undeniable right to firearms and 
other methods to protect themselves, 
their families, and their prosperity, and 
yet there are still those liberals who are 
opposed. 
 Due to liberal views regarding 
certain guns and ammunition magazines 
after recent mass shootings, a constitu-
tional right is being targeted. The rights 
and responsibilities that come with 
citizenships are like muscles; if they goe 
unused, it deteriorates. 
 The Bill of Rights is written 
in priority order. The right to possess 
firearms is listed second only to the most 
important amendment. This is a basic 
right that our ancestors fought a revolu-
tion for. That we are turning our backs 
against this is astonishing. 
 In the years following the Boston 
Tea Party and the passage of the Intol-
erable Acts by the British Parliament, 
the mentally-disabled King George III 
leveled high commerce taxes on Ameri-
can colonists. Once America achieved 
independence and began the process of 
creating an ideal democracy, the Found-
ing Fathers had an understandable dis-
trust of government and felt that the new 
American citizens had a right to protect 
themselves from it. We have the right 
to firearms in order to protect ourselves 
from an intrusive and tyrannical govern-
ment, should one arise within the United 
States. 
 An argument against the Second 
Amendment is that people can have arms 
if they are a part of a well-regulated mili-
tia. Modern liberals point to the National 
Guard as the well-regulated militia. But 
the National Guard receives millions of 
dollars in Federal money per year and 
is a part of the U.S. Army. Therefore, in 
the event of a coup, the National Guard 
could be dispatched against the people. 
The militia mentioned does not exist 
physically, but as a hypothetical army. 
All American citizens are members, 

completely separate from the govern-
ment. and capable of rising up against 
tyranny.
 Another anti-gun argument is 
that the Second Amendment is outdated. 
Written in the year 1789, there were no 
AR-15 assault rifle or AK-47s, there 
were one-shot muskets. Under this logic, 
the first amendment, guaranteeing the 
freedoms of speech and religion, is also 
outdated. If the other nine amendments 
within the Bill of Rights are still very 
important, then the Second Amendment 
is as well. Choosing, as a nation, to relin-
quish our right to bear arms, is a slippery 
slope to sacrificing more of our funda-
mental rights.
 Growing up in the west I have 
been in situations where having a firearm 
prevented me or others from being seri-
ously injured or even killed. Those who 
live and work in rural America depend on 
guns for security. Living amongst grizzly 
bears, mountain lions, moose, snakes, 
and other wild animals, makes owning 
a gun a necessity. In fact, entering the 
wilderness without a functional firearm is 
seen as very negligent. For people from 
the Coasts to promote the confiscation of 
basic safety tools is unfair, selfish, and 
ignorant. 
 Many call for a ban on assault 
rifles and high-capacity rifles, which 
are capable of providing an enormous 
amount of firepower. Granted, some of 
the mass- shootings have been executed 
by such weapons, but they are also 
owned and used for shooting practice 
and skeet shooting. I see no problem 
with these weapons as long as they are 
purchased, stored, and handled properly. 
Would you take away a bird-watcher’s 
binoculars or a sailor’s sailboat?  
 Mass shootings have become 
more common in the United States re-
cently. These shootings are the most po-
tent ammunition, so to speak, that liberals 
use to criticize guns and gun owners. 
However, saying that guns are respon-
sible for these shootings is like blaming 
cars for car accidents: It simply does not 
make sense. The blame lies behind the 
gun or behind the wheel. 
 The underlying issue is the inad-
equate treatment of mental illness. 

People suffering from intense anxiety and 
aggression go on shooting rampages to 
gain a bit of power. For someone coping 
with severe depression or withdrawal, 
seeming important, or even famous, sim-
ply by purchasing a gun and rampaging, 
is a very attractive option. 
 In order to decrease the number 
of car accidents, we take away cars. So 
in order to prevent mass shootings, we 
take away guns, right? The answer to this 
question is frustratingly complex. All of 
the weapons used in the top five deadliest 
mass shootings were`1 bought illegally 
from the black market, in which the buy-
er was never given a background check. 
The only gun that was bought legally 
and used in a mass shooting was that in 
Newtown. Lanza was able to access the 
weapon only because of the irrespon-
sible actions of his mother, who ignored 
proper gun safety procedures. If she had 
acted in accordance with the required 
precautions, the tragedy may have been 
avoided. If all gun safety procedures are 
followed, accidents will not happen. 
 I feel that if Americans do not 
defend this right, it can, and will, be 
taken from us. I got my first rifle, an old 
Winchester .22 bolt-action, at the age of 
eight from my grandfather, I have always 
felt an obligation to advocate for gun 
rights and respond to those who do not 
know our lifestyle or our traditions. I feel 
threatened, if not offended, when eastern-
ers try to ban guns. As Country singer 
Justin Moore states in his debut album, 
“As long as I’m alive and breathing, you 
won’t take my guns.”
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There is No Right to Kill
Aneurin Canham-Clyne

No one has a right to a gun. Javier Mar-
tinez had a right to life. He was gunned 
down three days after Christmas three 
blocks from my house.  The wind was so 
high you couldn’t hear the gun shots. 
 Someone killed him with a gun. 
I don’t know what would have happened 
it they didn’t have a pistol. They could 
have stabbed or bludgeoned him. But Ja-
vier Martinez could’ve fought back. That 
gun, that weapon, that protected right, 
took away all his power and left him 
broken on a frozen street corner in a quiet 
neighborhood in an unremarkable port 
city. A gun turned that distance between 
the shooter and Javier (or any of the other 
ten thousand Americans murdered using 
guns in the last year) into an unbridge-
able gulf. The city gained a killer and the 
city lost a man. 
 I don’t want gun control because 
I am a liberal. I don’t want gun control 
because I hate America. I don’t want 
gun control because I want to punish 
outdoorsmen. I want gun control because 
without a way to get cheap guns fast, 
Javier Martinez might still be alive. 
 But people with guns don’t just 
murder.
 

 Gary Webb shot himself twice in the head. Gary Webb chose one of the most 
common methods of suicide. Webb was a talented investigative reporter. His story, 
Dark Alliance, exposed the CIA’s involvement in Cocaine trafficking. Webb was 
attacked by major press outlets and ultimately blacklisted. He shot himself during a 
bout of depression. About twenty thousand people killed themselves with guns last 
year. Most of the guns were bought legally. Most people who shoot themselves do so 
on the spur of a moment. Cut guns, cut death.
 US citizens armed with guns haven’t beaten an army or overthrown a govern-
ment. We don’t protect ourselves, our property or our rights. At least not the way the 
movies say we do. But we kill each other, in huge numbers. We kill ourselves too. We 
can watch more people kill themselves, shake our heads as they  wash someone else’s 
off the street. Or we can say enough is enough and stop selling so many damn guns.
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Don’t Burn Ferguson
Jon Hayward

I'm sitting here at my desk, it’s just 
about 11 p.m. Tonight, the verdict for the 
Ferguson case was announced. Officer 
Darren Wilson will walk free.
 Now, I'm as angry as anybody. 
This only goes to further prove to me the 
extent to which race and racism are still 
problems in America. Yes, we have a 
black president, and black people are no 
longer technically segregated in schools 
or housing. It's now society which segre-
gates and abuses the black man. 
 However, this is not what I'm 
going to write about. I'm writing now, 
because of what's going to happen, and 
what needs to happen. Tomorrow morn-
ing, I'm going to wake up, and read, 
watch, and listen to the headlines. Every 
single one of them will sing the same 
song: “BLACKS BURN AND LOOT 
BUSINESSES.” The violence that is 
going on right now is only going to serve 
to undermine the Ferguson movement. 
The national conversation will not be 
dominated by a renewed call to action to 
bring about the dream of our forefathers; 
it will not be dominated by the scores of 
injustices and burdens which America 
forces upon minorities. It will, rather, be 
dominated entirely by a criticism of the 
methods of tonight's protests. The satis-
faction of violence right now is going to 
be the end of this movement. 
 I firmly believe in America. I 
believe that justice and freedom can be 
given to all, and that we can live the 
“American Dream.” I was raised in a 
country that has many problems, but 
through it all, shines in the actions of in-
dividual citizens. It is on us to ensure the 
incidents of tonight, and the past months, 
are not absorbed into a closed discussion 
which will die with the next news cycle. 
As Martin Luther King Jr. once said, 
“Human progress is neither automatic nor 
inevitable... Every step toward the goal 
of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, 
and struggle; the tireless exertions and 
passionate concern of dedicated citizens.” 
The dream of America does not come 
free from tears, sweat, or even blood, it is 
a constant struggle. 

It is a struggle for us all. Once we start 
saying that we no longer believe in 
America, or our principles, we give up 
on justice. I firmly am convinced that 
with enough people, and using peaceful 
methods, the course of history can be 
changed. Renew your resolve to protect 
freedom for all, not just yourself. Do not 
give up on America.

Performance of Power
Alondra Bermudez

Columbia student, Emma Sulkowicz, 
says her "Mattress Performance/Carry 
That Weight" project is not a protest, but 
instead an endurance piece, as well as her 
senior thesis.
 On her first day of sophomore 
year at Columbia in New York, Emma 
was sexually assaulted in her own dorm 
room by a fellow classmate. She reported 
the rape to administrators. Now, two 
years later, her attacker, who has been 
accused by other female students of rape, 
remains on campus, undisciplined. Be-
cause of the botched effort by Columbia, 
she decided to carry her dorm mattress, 
the same mattress she was assaulted on, 
all around campus. She plans to do so 
until she graduates, or her attacker is re-
moved from Columbia; whichever comes 
first. Her rules are simple: she must carry 
it everywhere, and she can not ask for 
help, but others can offer it.
  I am ashamed of  society. It is 
2014, and many rape accusations aren’t 
taken seriously by police and colleges. 
Why are trained professionals handling 
cases so badly? Why are reporters so 
hungry for interviews, that they stalk and 
trigger rape memories for Sulkowicz? 
Is Columbia trying to sweep this under 
the rug? It is because they do not care. 
Universities want their reputations to 
be spotless, so that they are willing to 
dismiss such a serious accusation.
There are currently fifty five colleges 
being investigated for mishandling rape 
cases in America.Should I be afraid to go 
to college because I could be raped and 
not get justice? It shouldn't matter that 
your college is Ivy League, or that your 
rapist is a rich white man, who is gradu-
ating at the top of the class. If you are 
forced into sex by someone, that is rape. 
If you said no at any time and they did 
not stop, that is rape. If you were under 
the influence, and not in the right state 
of mind to consent, that’s rape. It doesn't 
matter if you are a male or female, it 
doesn't matter what race or age you are. 
Rape can happen to anyone, at anytime, 
anywhere. 
 Here's what I want; I want a 
world where you can walk down the 
street alone, and not worry about rape. 
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Performance of Power 
(continued)
You should be able to have a good time 
with someone, and not worry about 
saying stop, because they would stop if 
you said to. That world is very far from 
here. In order to make that a reality, we 
must demand it. We must support the 
victims, and punish the guilty. We have 
to understand what is happening to sup-
port victims. This doesn’t mean forcing 
sympathy on them. We must respect from 
a distance. We can’t let this slip through 
the cracks, or else the institutions in our 
lives will quietly dismiss rape, tucking it 
away for the world to never catch sight 
of it again. That's why the internet can be 
a helpful  place, as we can easily com-
municate with other people. The predator 
must be brought to justice, the colleges 
must admit their faults, and the world 
must become a secure, hopeful place. 
Until then, victims like Emma Sulkow-
icz, must carry the weight.

News
Ebola Panic
Khadija Hussain

In my math class a week or so ago, our 
test-taking was disturbed by a boy run-
ning out of the room clutching his ear, 
which was dripping blood. The door 
slammed behind him, and our class was 
left in silence for a moment. Then, in-
evitably, hysteria began: “It’s Ebola! He 
got Ebola! We’re all going to die!” The 
reactions were reasonable—sort of. 
 Ebola has come to the forefront 
of the media in the past month. The 
death of Thomas Duncan right here in 
the U.S. caused massive, widespread 
panic. People who didn’t know very 
much about Ebola saw it all over the 
news, and the hype surrounding it has 
grown into something of a joke. My 
class’s reaction is justifiable because why 
would we know any better? The media 
coverage here in the U.S. has portrayed 
Ebola as a disease that is soon going to 
wipe out the population of our country, 
so the over-reactions make sense. Not to 
say that Ebola isn’t an issue; it is a very 
serious problem—in West Africa. 
 In the U.S., however, most are 
fortunate enough to have accessible 
health care (albeit not free, but that’s 
another debate), as well as the money 
and resources to prevent the disease 
from spreading. The paranoia surround-
ing Ebola only adds to the ignorance of 
it. Ebola is relatively hard to contract, 
and is contagious if a patient has started 
showing symptoms. If one person in the 
room does have it, that doesn’t mean ev-
eryone else will have it, too. We should 
be concerned for people in countries 
where those resources aren’t necessarily 
available, but panicking in the U.S. isn’t 
a sensible course of action. 

Another Shellacking?  
Jonathan Hayward

On November 4th, the country sent a 
clear message to the President, and the 
Democratic party as a whole. Or at least 
and eighth of it did. 
 Voters overwhelming showed 
that they were dissatisfied with the cur-
rent direction of the Senate, giving eight 
new seats to the now majority Repub-
licans, though only one in eight of all 
Americans voted. But what does this 
mean? Well, the short answer is, not that 
much. However, the long answer is a lot 
more complex. 
 The previous senate majority 
Democrats passed the ACA (Affordable 
Care Act), referred to by the Democrat 
party as Obamacare. The Senate Repub-
licans, when the Senate comes back to 
session, are going to attempt to repeal the 
ACA. However, President Obama, it’s 
unlikely that such repeal will be signed. 
It’s also very unlikely that the Senate Re-
publicans will gain any traction from the 
Democrats if they attempt to override a 
veto from the President. Even though the 
Republicans did win a majority in this 
election, they still only control 53% of the 
Senate, whereas their colleagues across 
the aisle control 44%. In order to override 
a veto, the Republicans would need to 
have total voting unity on a repeal, in ad-
dition to having thirteen Democrats vote 
in favor of the override. And even with 
many Democrats (Landrieu, specifically) 
attempting to distance themselves from 
Obama, repealing HR 3590 (ACA) would 
be a nail in the coffin for any Democrat. 
Landrieu has certainly realized this, and 
even though she’s trying to distance her-
self from Obama on environmental issues, 
the Keystone Pipeline, to go too far on 
economic and social matters would alien-
ate the Black and Hispanic voters in her 
runoff. 
 In addition to the ACA, Repub-
licans are stirring up trouble over immi-
gration. Obama, after the midterms, has 
stated that he will not allow the Senate to 
prevent action on such an urgent issue. 
He recently, through executive order, 
took action on immigration, allowing 5 
million undocumented immigrants to stay 
in the US without fear of deportation. 
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Leading Republicans, including Boehner, 
Graham, and Rand Paul, took to Twitter 
and other social media, calling him “Em-
peror Obama.” At the RGA (Republican 
Governors Association), Governor Rick 
Perry even hinted that he would file a suit 
against the Executive over the constitu-
tionality of the order. However, Repub-
licans aren’t gaining any traction on this 
issue either. A recent Hart Poll showed 
that only 28% of voters did not support 
the actions that Obama has taken thus far 
on immigration. 
 The Republicans are digging 
themselves into a ditch for the 2016 
election over trivial issues, instead of ad-
dressing more favorable issues to get the 
swing vote. They’re running the risk of 
losing their popularity with the dissatis-
fied independents, and are potentially 
sacrificing any run for 2016 over issues 
which the increasingly liberal populace 
doesn’t support. The Grand Old Party 
(GOP) as a whole needs to adapt itself 
from the era of Reagan and Nixon to the 
21st century by taking new, less draconi-
an positions on social issues. But I doubt 
that will happen in two years. So even 
though the Democrats lost this election, 
they’re not looking so bad for the 2016 
election.

Immigration Action
Aneurin Canham-Clyne

Barack Obama announced he was expanding a deferred action program for some 
undocumented immigrants. This action allows as many as 3.3 million Immigrants to 
stay in the United States to work and apply for visas, as long as they have lived in 
the US for five years or more. Additionally parents of children protected under the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals will be protected from deportations. Obama’s 
plan comes after six years of record high deportations. Obama deported as many as 2 
million immigrants up to this year. More than George W. Bush. though Bush returned 
more immigrants. The border has become less porous over the years, the journey is 
harder now for many immigrants. Many Latin American countries, such as Mexico 
and Honduras suffer from high rates of violence and governmental abuse as a result 
of corruption and the American drug war. Obama’s actions may spare many imigrants 
the danger of a second trip into America.
 Republican response has been vehemntly anit-immigrant, with some calling 
him “Emperor Obama” and reheating the calls for impeachement. While Senator Ted 
Cruz threatended “the 114th Congress will not confirm a single nominee -- executive 
or judicial.” Wth other conservatives insisting that Obama’s action is motivated by a 
desire to get more lation votes for the Democratic party, as opposed to practical and 
humanitarian concern for immigrants and workers. The republican response ignores 
that Bush and other recent presidents used similar executive actions to extend the re-
isdency of noncriminal, employed, undocumented immigrants. Obama acted because 
the legislature refused to, and hes has said so. Paradoxically his actions may spur the 
senate to act, only against Immigrants.
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Ferguson

Ferguson Timeline 
Iryiana Rivera

No charges have been brought against 
police officer, Darren Wilson, who shot 
and killed, Michael Brown. About half of 
the journalism class here at Wilbur Cross 
knew that a white police officer had shot 
a young, African American, male. We 
decided to fill in the gaps. 
 Students in the Mr. Brochin’s 
journalism class created a timeline of 
events from the initial shooting, to No-
vember 24th. 

August 9, 2014- Michael Brown, 18, 
and a friend, rob a convenience store for 
cigarillos, and walk out. A police officer 
in Ferguson, Darren Wilson, stops him 
for jay walking. According to Wilson, 
Brown wasn’t listening to his orders, and 
the situation turned physical. During this 
fight, Wilson shot Brown. His body was 
left in the heat for four hours. Brown was 
unarmed. 
August 10, 2014- A hundred angry resi-
dents gathered in front of Ferguson police 
headquarters in protest. They smashed 
car windows and looted businesses. Po-
lice officers used tear gas, rubber bullets, 
and police dogs. 
August 12, 2014- Police refuse to release 
the name of the officer who shot Brown.
August 13, 2014- Anger leads to nights 
of protests.  
August 15, 2014- A week after the shoot-
ing, Ferguson police release the name of 
the cop who shot Brown, Darren Wilson. 
They release surveillance footage from 
the store. 
August 18, 2014- An anonymous source 
leaks details from the official autopsy 
that suggests Michael Brown had mari-
juana in his system . 
August 20, 2014- Protesters descend on 
Ferguson. The large groups of protesters 
turn into smaller groups circling down-
town. 
August 21, 2014- National Guard was 
ordered to withdraw after two weeks of 
unrest. 
August 25, 2014- Brown’s funeral. 
November 24, 2014-The police officer, 
Darren Wilson, was not indicted murder.

Criminal Justice Process

1. Crime-A crime is committed. The crime is then reported and found, which will 
soon be investigated. 

2. Investigation- An investigator, or officer, will investigate the case. They try to iden-
tify everyone involved in the crime and find any information they can. 

3. Arrest- The criminal may be arrested and taken into custody by legal authority. 

4. Arraignment- The people involved in the crime will be taken to court, and plead be 
guilty, or not guilty. The bail is also set.. 

5. Charge- An initial charge will be made during the arraignment.. 

6. Grand Jury- A group of about 23 jurors, selected to examine the validity of an ac-
cusation before trial. They decide whether or not to indict.

7. Indictment- A formal charge or accusation of a serious crime. The Michael Brown 
case ended here because no indictment was brought upon Wilson. In a normal case, 
where there is an indictment, the normal criminal process continues. 

8. Trial-Examination of evidence before a judge, and typically before a jury, in a  
criminal or civil proceeding.

9. Jury in a criminal case-Twelve people, coming to a unanimous verdict, guilty or not 
guilty. Guilt must be “beyond a reasonable doubt.”
                                                  
10. Incarceration- If a person is found guilty, they are put in jail. 
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 Ferguson, Let it Bleed
Alyssa Pagan and Allegra Ranelli
(this story is a response to Jon Hayward’s 
on page 5)
It is noticeably easier to be cynical about 
the state of our country than it is to be 
hopeful. Finding the government prob-
lematic and being angered by the recent 
events does not mean you’ve given up on 
America. New racism comes cloaked in 
an arbitrary feeling of entitlement, and 
the same stubborn viewpoint that Amer-
ica must once again be on top by believ-
ing in the confusing phrase “The Ameri-
can Dream.” The idea of the American 
dream is different for everyone, and the 
way it can be achieved varies as well. For 
many, gender and race makes succeeding 
in the United States harder than it would 
be for others. It isn't a concrete term 
that can be used to exemplify the ideal 
because everyone has different ideals. 
 The most powerful thing that 
people have are their voices. The riots 
and protests happening as a result of 
the grand jury’s verdict are not only in 
Ferguson but across America. People are 
desperately trying to form a voice that 
can bring about change in our country. 
However, as people have discovered 
again and again, making your voice 
heard is easier said than done. In this 
critical stage of protest, it seem that the 
only way one can cause action is to cause 
chaos. We had peaceful protests for over 
one hundred days after Michael Brown’s 
death and their impact didn't turn heads 
until things became violent. People had 
this idea that they weren't being heard 
or protected. The American people are 
outraged, disgusted, and afraid of their 
country’s inability to come to a just 
verdict. Demanding change doesn't mean 
that you are giving up on your country. 
 Violence and destruction are 
never the ideal reaction and it is true that 
the color of your skin is weighted dif-
ferently on the scales of a justice that is 
supposedly blind. If we still followed the 
visions of our forefathers, women and 
minorities like African Americans would 
have no rights— and that is what we are 
striving against today. America will con-
tinue to move forward. History is chang-
ing right before our eyes, as are the rights 
and foundation of our country, regardless 
of if it is in line with others’ beliefs

about what is the “right way for America 
to fix things.” America prides itself on 
the idea that we are continuously adapt-
ing to the needs and views of the popula-
tion. In reality not everyone’s rights are 
fulfilled. Changes to the original ideals of 
the forefathers should be encouraged. We 
don’t need to move backwards, we need 
to push forward. Justice doesn’t always 
come in a box with a ribbon on top.
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Features

First Time Voter
Eric Ayala

My experience as a voter was very nerve- 
wracking. I was nervous because there 
have been people voting for years. Today 
was my first time. As soon as I walked in 
the building, I felt a little scared and shy, 
because I was completely lost. The good 
thing was that the people who were run-
ning the place were kind enough to give 
me detailed instructions on what to do. 
 The beginning was a little con-
fusing. I walked into the booth with my 
ballot upside down, I walked in different 
directions, and I got totally lost. Luckily, 
the coordinator helped me out. At last I 
was was all set. Yes, my first vote was 
very nerve-wrecking, but at least I did 
something for my community, and took 
advantage of this great opportunity. 
 I’m glad that Mr. Brochin en-
couraged me to go vote. He helped me 
get through my first voting day, and now 
I feel more confident in what lies ahead 
for future voting days to come. I may 
not have understood everything about 
the process, but at least I got to have my 
voice heard on behalf of the many people 
who could not vote.
 All in all, the jitters got out and I 
finally let that ballot paper go, I felt like 
such a positive influence on my com-
munity. It was a good day, and a good 
experience. I finally felt like I had a way 
to have my voice heard, and to make an 
important difference.  

University of Pressure
Jesus Morales-Sanchez, ‘14

Eight o’clock. My Mickey Mouse alarm clock goes off blaring Paramore, that’s my 
cue to wake up and go to class. English, Calculus, Engineering, my day sometimes 
goes from nine in the morning to nine at night. Studying, meeting with friends, mak-
ing time for laundry. It all comes down to managing my time wisely and not freaking 
out in the process. In three months of college I have seen people cry, freak out, or 
experience major meltdowns, all because of the pressure. It is not easy. If anyone tries 
to tell you college will be easy, and you will be able to get away with doing the bare 
minimum, they’re lying. 
 Cross did a good job training me for this; the endless nights typing essays for 
Lit, searching online for videos about Chemistry and reviews for Physics. However, 
there is a lot of learning I had to do and I am still doing. Cross prepared me well to 
take my first steps, and gave me the tools to continue along my path. Unfortunately 
there are things that I wish I had known before crossing that stage on June 23rd.  
 College is not all pain and tears, but it isn’t sweets and laughter. There are a 
lot of good things: new friends, freedom, and a change of atmosphere. However with 
this new liberty comes a great responsibility. In college no one will be there to tell 
you that you have been out too late, that you can’t watch Netflix until 3 am, and that 
you have to go to bed. No one will tell you that you have classes the next day, that 
your grades are slipping or that your supply of clean underwear is running low. You 
are responsible for everything you do, from getting an A on that test, to the midterm 
that you forgot to study for. A lot of people don’t realize this, at least not before they 
realize that the idea of responsibility-free college is, in fact, a complete delusion.

Caring for the Suspended
Liam O’Donnel

Mrs. Lindsay has overseen the 
in-school suspension room at 
Wilbur Cross since 2011, and 
says she does not want to be 
anywhere else. She says that an 
average of five-to-six students 
spend time in her room daily. 
Some days she watches as many 
as 15 kids. The busiest times of 
the day for her are during the 
lunch periods and final block. 
According to Mrs. Lindsay, cer-
tain students are tired of work-
ing in the last block and are eager to head for the halls. Mrs. Lindsay also mentioned 
that even though she sternly meets the people that stumble into her room, she acts as 
their advisor as well. 
 Mrs. Lindsay tries to help the students in suspension to understand where they 
went wrong and how to fix the problem.She is also able to identify when a student is 
getting into more serious trouble, and address the problem immediately. For example, 
she knows that if a senior has never had a past disciplinary record, she should treat the 
incident as a red flag and sometimes infer that the student is going through problems 
in and out of school. Mrs. Lindsay thinks that a large percentage of students’ behav-
ioral problems are caused by issues at home, rather than at Wilbur Cross. 
 “Students come to school and are unable to process their emotions, and thus 
take out their anger on security guards and other students.” She advises students to 
think before they act, “because your actions not only affect you, but everyone around 
you.”
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300 Kids But Only 50 
Cookies
Maya McFadden

It was 8:30 in the morning, on October 
24th. Nineteen Wilbur Cross students 
including myself were stuffed into a hall 
at Southern Connecticut State University 
(SCSU). They had hundreds of chairs 
placed out but no one paid any mind to 
them because, more importantly, there 
were snacks on the tables in the back of 
the room. Once all eyes caught sight of 
the cookie trays and drinks, there began 
a Hunger Games style brawl over the 50 
cookies set out. Who needs a self-defense 
class when you can attend the SCSU’s 
Journalism Day?  
  Yes, you guessed it. It was 
SCSU’s 31st Annual High School 
Journalism Day and our journalism 
class of 2014-2015 had the honor of 
attending the event. Before heading to 
our seminars, we created a buddy system 
so that if one of us got lost, so would the 
other! Yay! I attended my two seminars 
with Linda Lopez.
  Our first seminar was called, 
“PR: From Kim & Jay Z to Jeter and 
Miley.” Need there be any question 
about why this was our first choice? The 
seminar was held by 2012 Marketing 
President and SCSU journalism and 
communication instructor, Mr. Ken 
Warren. He spoke about the idea that 
it was important that our generation 
take interest in the wide range of career 
opportunities in Public Relations (PR) 
and publicity. 
 The second seminar was called, 
“Social Media Tools for Reporters.” 
It was presented by SCSU freelance 
multimedia reporter, Professor Jodie 
Mozdzer Gil. This seminar’s focus 
was how to use social media as a 
reporter, instead of as a teen just seeking 
Instagram likes as a way to boost self-
confidence. 
 Overall the trip was very 
eventful. From fact filled seminars to 
brawls over cookies, I had a good time. 
I have taken interest in the both of the 
subjects that were spoken about in the 
seminars, and I am happy and grateful 
that I was given this amazing experience.  

A Day to Remember!
Daniel Iturbide

On Friday, October 24th, our journalism class took a trip to Southern Connecti-
cut State University to experience Journalism Day. During the day, many schools 
throughout the district participated in short classes on the many different aspects of 
journalism, from the technology that journalists use, to the different themes that they 
address. 

I was fortunate enough to see Professor Vern Williams while at SCSU. His class 
explained to us how technology helps journalist in reporting. With the help of expen-
sive equipment, and even cell phones, he proved to us that capturing the breaking 
news doesn't mean waiting for all the proper equipment to arrive at the scene. Nowa-
days, even phones can capture good pictures and get the truth out faster.

For Professor Williams, the moment when he began to see technology as an op-
portunity for journalists was when he saw picture of a couple who had died in a 
tsunami. A regular film camera would have easily destroyed the picture, but the more 
modern digital camera S.D card was saved and found. 

 I really enjoyed his course, and learning about the different ways technology can 
help a journalist capture a story. 

The next course I attended was taught by Mr. Jim Brochin, an instructor of The 
Proclamation here at Cross. This class focused on the theme of photojournalism. Mr. 
Brochin showed us numerous shocking images; of soldiers, mothers, doctors, and 
more. Mr. Brochin wanted us to pick and describe the images in detail, so that even 
a blind person could imagine them. He wanted us to see that pictures can hold very 
powerful themes and messages.

I’ve learned that photojournalism can be very open to interpretation. Everyone has 
different opinions about a photo, and might feel differently about it. It’s important 
for the photos to stir up emotion. 

Overall, everyone seemed to enjoy the trip. We all learned about the different parts 
of journalism.
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Young At Heart
Javieth Acosta, Japhet Ayala
 
When my journalism teacher invited me to a 
Young At Heart (YAH) concert, he asked me to 
interview a couple of the group members. He 
explained that they were a group of elderly sing-
ers, who sang old classical songs that I barely 
had any knowledge of. You can already imagine 
what I was thinking: “Oh God, I’m going to die 
of boredom! Why do I even have to go to this 
show full of people who are nowhere near my 
age group?” Of course, I didn’t say that to Mr. 
Brochin. 
 Our teacher talked about the group and 
described them as amazing, talented people. 
He showed the students who were attending 
the concert a video of the group singing “I’m 
Your Man” by Leonard Cohen, from their old 
documentary. When I heard them singing I was 
shocked, honestly. I definitely didn’t expect 
such an amazing performance from them. That 
video changed my thoughts about the upcoming 
concert on Thursday night- I was sort of excited.
On Thursday afternoon we headed out to 
Massachusetts for the YAH concert. When we 
arrived at the concert, we went to go have dinner 
with the group. As soon as we entered, we were 
immediately greeted with smiles and hugs. The 
group was so kind and caring. They offered their 
seats to us, they had small chats with us, and 
they basically treated us like if we were their 
grandkids. When it came time to interview a 
couple of the group members I walked over to 
one of the men who actually was the main singer 
in the video we saw the day before. He was very 
humble, and what really caught my attention was 
that in each question I asked, his response would 
always lead back to the group as a whole, and 
how amazing they were. “They’re amazing, we 
only have two days of practice a week and I’m 
always excited to come.” I got the same answer 
from each other member I interviewed. This 
confirmed how united, humble, and kind hearted 
this group of talented singers was.
 When it came time for the concert to 
begin we all exited the dining area and went to 
take our seats. The crowd was all smiles and 
laughs; the atmosphere in the room was calm 
and friendly. The concert began, and from the 
first song to the very last, the group of elderly 
singers was absolutely amazing. They sang a bit 
of everything- ranging from The Young Bloods 
to the Rolling Stones. At the end of the concert, 
they sang a song that reflects their group name: 
“Young At Heart.” During the song, they all 
raised their fist into the air, as a sign of strength. 
Their performance was very powerful and it was 
a breathtaking experience with such an amaz-
ing group of singers. I definitely did not die of 
boredom!
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Back to the ‘60’s 
Lesly Zayas

On Coronation night, we returned to the 
1960s and took our first steps onto the 
moon. Many believed it to be a night to 
remember, getting caught up in the beau-
tiful decorations that the art department 
skillfully took care to make, creating an 
amazing environment. Some believed the 
music was too much of one genre and not 
enough of another. But as for the food, 
the students did an amazing job cater-
ing and serving the students. A handful 
of students from the school newspaper 
recorded special events as they shared 
the night under the spotlight and danced 
the night away. Everyone enjoyed the 
evening; running and eating, laughing 
and dancing, and taking pictures without 
Ms. Johnson poking around. 
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Ivy Tower or Soapless 
Shoebox?
Khadija Hussain

For those who are not already aware, 
Wilbur Cross High School is not really a 
beacon of education in a city of stunted 
learning and chaotic classrooms. In fact, 
it has a reputation for being something 
of the opposite. Cross has a 70% gradu-
ation rate, and 21.2% drop out rate. Last 
year we had a 9.2% suspension rate, 
and most of the bathroom doors don’t 
shut properly. Bearing this in mind, why 
would you pick a school like Cross over 
say, Hopkins, a nearby school located on 
a gorgeous campus, rated Forbes nine-
teenth best college preparatory school in 
the U.S? Well, for one thing, it’s a heck 
of a lot cheaper. Students at Hopkins pay 
up to $40,000 annually, and while that 
money does pay for a two story library, 
unlimited ice cream and soap, most kids 
who go to Cross don’t have those funds. 
 Maybe there are other reasons. 
William Deresiewicz, a highly ac-
claimed American author and essayist, 
says there are definitely benefits from 
going to schools like Cross rather than 
Hopkins. Deresiewicz’s recent publica-
tions, focusing on “The Disadvantages of 
an Elite Education,” argue that students 
who spend their lives in private, elitist 
schools will often end up purposeless and 
depressed later in life, as well as without 
an understanding of how the “real world” 
works. A graduate of Columbia, and later 
a professor at Yale, Deresiewicz has a 
lot of experience in the Ivy League. In 
an interview with The Proclamation, he 
expressed how kids at Cross might be 
getting more of an “education” than sta-
tistics reveal: “I absolutely think that go-
ing to a public high school with a mixed 
population gives you huge advantages 
that going to a private school doesn’t.”
“You learn to talk, work with, and value 
all different kinds of people. You develop 
lots of different sorts of social skills—de-
velop your social intelligence, you might 
say.”
   And if going to a school with a 
“mixed population” gives you advantag-
es, then Cross certainly has some assets. 
Our school’s population has an incredibly 
diverse ethnic makeup, with 46.5% His-
panic students, 40% Black, 11% White, 

and 2.5% Asian or Native American. This, when compared to Hopkins’ 28% “students 
of color,” articulates Deresiewicz’s point. 
 While students at Hopkins might have more opportunities to travel the world 
through their school, most are unlikely to experience the cultures and people close to 
home. Deresiewicz says “You get a much better sense of what the world as a whole 
is like, and of the way that most people in the world live. It makes you more ma-
ture, more resilient, more adaptable, stronger, braver.” The vast majority of students 
at Hopkins are from a certain socio-economic background, while classes at Cross 
include kids from upper middle class backgrounds mixed with peers who leave school 
early to go to jobs in order to support themselves and their families. Being at a school 
like Cross allows students to learn in social sense as well as an academic sense. Many 
students at private schools and universities live their entire lives without truly learning 
about people from lower financial backgrounds, or those who can’t afford to pay for 
elite institutions. “The ultimate goal of education is not to become the person you’ve 
already decided to be at the beginning, but to discover possibilities for yourself that 
you could never have imagined.” Deresiewicz advises students to remember that 
school is more than just a tunnel to the job market. 
 “Think about your education not only in terms of job and career—though 
those, of course, are very important—but also in terms of your whole life. You’re in 
school not only to acquire job skills, but also, if I can put it this way, to learn to be a 
person, to grow up. So don’t take courses only for practical reasons. Give yourself 
time to follow your curiosities.”
 Deresiewicz isn’t the only one giving advice to New Haven teens, however. 
On the other end of the spectrum is Amin Abdul-Malik Gonzalez, the Co-Director of 
Multicultural Recruitment at the Yale University Office of Undergraduate Admissions. 
Gonzalez says that Yale puts in great efforts to recruit and encourage local students to 
apply. 
 “We are deeply invested in our host community” He said  ”Last year, as the 
new admission officer responsible for New Haven, I personally visited all of the 
schools in the city and look forward to doing so again in the coming weeks.” Perhaps 
going to Yale, or another Ivy League school is a way for Cross students to experience 
the best of both worlds. Or maybe not. 
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Arts A Concert in Class
Gabi Martin

As a singer and songwriter, Nomali Bren-
net’s lyrics not only tell her story, but 
are her story. Born as a male, Nomali is 
transgender. But it is not only her gender 
that defines her music and art, but rather 
a passion for expressing herself and her 
emotions, through her voice and acoustic 
guitar. Brennet wants people to feel some-
thing when they listen to her music. Her 
poetic singing and speech demonstrate 
how much she cares for the words that she 
shares with others.
 “I do take it personally when 
people don’t like my music— because 
I want to be the best artist I can be.” 
For Brennet, music is serious business. 
It means more to her than just a way to 
make a living. She wants to share her 
struggle to find her identity, and to let 
others know that being different is not 
something to be ashamed of. 
 “A lot of stuff comes out of hard 
times.” Brennet shares these experiences 
and emotions through her music. 
 Listening to her speak and play, 
it is hard to imagine that Brennet still 
gets “self-conscious” when she performs. 
After studying music at Western, Brennet 
moved to Tuscon, Arizona, to pursue her 
art. Most recently, she moved to Iowa, 
where she is working on a new album. 
For Brennet, being an artist is “how you 
take on the world.” Brennet’s tremendous 
talent is an inspiration, shared with others 
through her lyrics and music. Her mes-
sage is important and relevant, regardless 
of gender, age, identity and expression. 

Hungry for More?
Daylin Espinoza

On November 21st, 2014, we were given part one of the last installment of the ac-
claimed Hunger Games franchise. I know that for all “tributes” out there, this is the 
beginning of a bittersweet end. 
 Mockingjay is the least celebrated of the books in the series. The rushed and 
overall scattered feeling of the novel did not go over well with many readers. Mock-
ingjay, as a novel, should've either been longer or two books. There was so much go-
ing on that there wasn't enough time to process or really appreciate the finale. Readers 
felt betrayed after following the series from start to finish, and getting a crushingly 
disappointing conclusion.
 This movie, being the first part of two, was such a pleasure to watch. As a 
standalone, it may seem a bit slow and, at times, uneventful. But this pacing is mostly 
due to the movie’s accurate portrayal of the book. It captures what readers missed in 
the book, and intensifies the rare, memorable moments. 
          Jennifer Lawrence, once again, steals our hearts with her captivating perfor-
mance as Katniss Everdeen. She captured Katniss's breakdown after the games in 
such real, raw detail, that it left the viewer unsettled. But it was the much anticipated 
"The Hanging Tree" song, sung by Lawrence, that was the highlight of the film. Her 
haunting rendition of the song was enough to make viewers want to start their own 
rebellion, just to have that song as the soundtrack.
 In this film, we too understand just how much the characters in their world 
have suffered. We start to see the Capitol as a harsh reality, not just an imaginery con-
cept brought to us by Hollywood.
         The film was filled with great performances. Josh Hutcherson did a great job at 
freaking out everyone in the audience with his realistic and disturbing portrayal of 
Peeta gone insane.            
  One of the flaws I see with the film is that it is essentially a build-up. One 
should not approach the film thinking they are going to get the same excitement as 
in “Catching Fire.” We have to understand that the movie has to follow the form and 
concept of its source, a book that many seem to dislike. 
 The movie is, overall, a great watch for those looking to see a better version 
of the story than that in the book. I highly recommend watching “Mockingjay” in the-
aters. However, for those just looking for an action packed installment, I recommend 
waiting until the movie comes out on DVD, because you’re not going to get much of 
it on the big screen. 
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Wasn’t Born to Settle, but Born to Rise: Namoli Brennet 
Iriyana Rivera 

Namoli Brennet, the down-to-earth and sincere guitarist, has done exactly that. On Friday, October 10th, Brennet came to Wilbur 
Cross High School and openly shared her music and experiences with us. 
When she was younger, she experimented with all different types of musical instruments: the piano, which she found the hardest, 
the saxophone, and the guitar, which came naturally to her. Brennet now plays a steel-string acoustic guitar, and has been touring 
around the country for the past eleven years. 
 Inspired by books, films, traveling, news, TV, people she meets, and things that happened in her life, she believes that be-
ing an artist is “less about what you make, and more about how you take in the world. You take a lot in and then it sits inside you 
and wants to become something.” 
 Brennet has a very strong connection to music. It gets her through difficult times and serves as an outlet. She says, “If I 
didn’t have music, I’d just feel like, ‘what do I do with all this stuff in my head?’ and there’s a lot of stuff in my head.” She finds 
music in herself when listening to others, and often “picks up little things” from other people to make her own, showing her dedi-
cation. 
 Brennet takes negative criticism personally, because she doesn’t believe that we all have to “develop a thick skin. Most of 
us just want other people to like us.” 
 Namoli Brennet is a transgender artist. She was born male, but underwent the transitional surgery into a woman twelve 
years ago. She started recording her own music around the same time. Her surgery was “unimaginable,” but as an artist it made 
her look back and realize how creatively stuck she was. She saw the connection between “who you are and the kind of art you 
make,” because if you aren't “fully expressing” yourself as a person, then you really aren't making fully expressive art. 
 At the time, she was working as a music director at a church. When she finally came out to the community, she was 
looked down upon and scrutinized. She would think to herself, “Why do people have to be so cruel?” and “Where are the people 
who were my friends last week?” She noticed that people are afraid of change and difference. Eventually, authorities of the church 
told the members that they could not have a transgender music director. They had no choice but to fire her— until they voted not 
to, which, to Bennet, was “a miracle itself.” 
 Bennet has a word of advice for up-and-coming musicians: you must have heartfelt reasons behind your music, as well as 
motivation and passion. 
 “If you want to get into being famous, and it doesn’t happen, you'll be left wondering, ‘well what’s my reason for doing 
this anymore?’ It’s good if to have another reason, like creating meaningful art, shifting the world into a better direction, or giving 
a voice to the people without one. You need drive and purpose behind your work, because the world needs people to make art that 
is real, to make people feel something.” 
 Namoli Brennet is inspiring to those who want to be in the music business, those who are trying to find themselves, and to 
those who are just in need of a little push along the road. As sung in one of her songs, we are to “fly like we are meant to fly.”  
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Football Senior 
Interviews
By the Journalism Class

Senior athlete Wallie Mckelvoy said he 
played football since elementary school 
then moved on to middle school, soon it 
was the only thing he wanted to pursue. 
His father who encouraged him to work 
hard he to support this newfound love 
for football. “Football is life. For some 
of us football players, football is all we 
know. It helps with taking out stress,” 
Wallie said. “I remember when I tried to 
quit in first grade but my father wouldn’t 
let me,” and now Wallie’s is grateful to 
his father for refusing to let him quit. His 
father bought him everything he ever 
needed and taught him to work hard at 
what he loves: football. 
 “We’re most definitely [a fam-
ily].You go out there to play for your 
brothers,” said George Walker when 
asked if he felt his team was his family. 
Walker started playing football five years 
ago. He became interested in playing, 
not just watching it on TV. Walker said 
he originally hoped to be a running back 
or linebacker, but now plays as offen-
sive guard. Without football Walker and 
the team say they’d be missing a part of 
themselves. Walker can remember being 
a freshman on the team and just thinking: 
“play hard 
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Football Interviews 
Continued
and go hard,” Walker would say to 
Freshmen athletes, “Always do your 
part, and always go on the field thinking 
about what you can and will do.” Walker 
says his coaches and teammates are his 
sources of motivation. When behind in 
the score, he said they sit together and 
discuss what went wrong and how to fix 
it. He emphasized that they boost each 
other’s confidence. “Once kickoff starts 
I’m ready to go, to play, to hit some-
body,” Walker said.
 Rayshaan Williamson said “Once 
you go, there’s no turning back. You have 
to go hard or go home. You have to make 
what you have.” Williamson wants to 
be “greater than great” on the field.  For 
now, he is content playing as a Governor, 
but says he, “wants to get somewhere in 
life, and I want to become successful.” 
 Williamson’s role models are 
those who give him the most support; 
his mother, his father, and his girlfriend. 
He explains that they are not only his 
support system -- they also push him to 
work harder, and want to see him shine. 
Williamson believes that he has the heart 
to become great. He is willing to sacrifice 
and strive for success. 
 Williamson has his nerves under 
control before a big game. “It’s more of 
an anxious feeling. I can’t wait to find out 
what’s going to happen next. I get really 
happy, jumpy and ready to do anything 
and everything for my team to win!” 
Although he doesn’t believe that the team 
has trick plays to snatch victory, they do 
“go hard” and execute what they practice.  
“We’re just going to continue to go hard, 
do the regular plays, and when it’s time 
for victory, we do that victory.” 
 Williamson chose his jersey 
number, 52, because his idol, Ray Lewis, 
also wears this number on his chest. 
Although they play different positions, 
Williamson is a lineman, Lewis was a 
linebacker, he claims “It’s just an emo-
tional type thing. It’s to have heart to 
carry 52 over your chest, it’s to have 
heart to be able to hit somebody and lay 
somebody out, to play how you play, and 
to do what you do.”  
 Williamson sees football as free-
dom. “It’s a way out, a way out of 

New Haven, away from everything.” It 
is obvious this is his passion in life. He 
says that he hopes to continue on from 
the Governor’s field. Williamson makes 
it clear that football helped him in other 
ways, “It’s more like when I’m on the 
field, I can clear my mind of everything 
that’s going on with me and my life. It’s 
pretty much therapy for me.” He advises 
others that they “should just go for it. Ev-
eryone has some type of skill, you may 
not be the best football player, but you 
can definitely make a name for yourself. 
All you have to do is just go for it. You 
only live once so you might as well go 
for it now because you may never get the 
chance again.” 
 Stevie Swinson, one of Wilbur 
Cross’ Varsity football players, believes 
that this year is Cross’ “breakthrough 
year.” He wants to end his final season 
here at Wilbur Cross with an 11-0, and 
win the championship, but most im-
portantly, leave with “everyone smil-
ing.” He is motivated by his mother and 
his teamates, “play hard or go home.” 
Swinson believes that any situation can 
only make you stronger. Seeing what his 
family has been through he wants a more 
positive path in life. He wants everyone 
to know that football can only help you 
get better, and pass any “bad road” in 
life. “Never give up, win or lose,” is what 
he says to underclassmen here at Cross. 

 “Nothing can stop me from play-
ing football but if an injury did then it’d 
be like taking away a part of my life,” 
said Jamir Esdaile. 
 When asked about his dreams 
Segun Washington said, ”I’m chasing my 
dream, but I don’t have plan a B, because 
I think if you have plan B then you’re 
not giving your all to your plan A com-
pletely; it’s like you planning on B means 
you’re planning that your A is going to 
fail,” 
 “I grind because whenever I 
wear my jersey I remember my cousin 
that died on my jersey, my jersey means 
everything to me,” said Mr. Washington.  
 Devin Myles said “My jersey 
reminds me of my mother’s dream and 
my brother who recently passed away.  It 
helps to know that I am going in the right 
direction, it gives me confidence and the 
belief that I can win” 
 They also mentioned freshman 
players. “I am a corner and have a safety 
behind me; my little bro. I know when 
he’s there, he won’t let me down. He’s 
younger than me so I guess I’m setting an 
example for him” said Washington. 
 They talked about Thanksgiving 
game “Nobody is worried about Hill-
house because they’ve just lost their star 
player, and we are confident and believe 
that we are better than them,” said Wash-
ington. “Hillhouse does not matter, they 
are not on our level” said captain Corey 
Lewis. “If we lose that game, it’s like we 
lose ourselves.”
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 Sidney Rogers plays football “So 
it can help me get into a good college.” 
During games Rogers focuses on  “Try-
ing to figure out how to dominate the op-
posing team.” Three years ago “When I 
first started freshman year, I didn’t know 
anything about football.” 
  Rogers is looking for “A school 
that will offer me a scholarship and pay 
for the four years I’ll be there.” 
 When asked about concussions 
he said “I have never had a concussion; I 
don’t let anyone hurt me in the game.” 
 Roger’s jersey has symbolic 
meaning “My jersey number is number 
75. I chose this number because it was 
my father’s number when he played high 
school football.”
 All of the interviewers for this 
article are listed under the contributors 
section of the paper.
 

What’s Going on at 
Cross?
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